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may appear, we all know that the greatest dangers of
the election system lie in this very process. The ques-
tion of who shall count has become quite as important
as who shall vote. The whole republican plan or
system runs its greatest risk in the manipulation of the
ballots after they are cast, ,and the question of its prac-
ticability comes down to this: Can we secure simple
fidelity to the arithmetical facts in the count? This
we certainly cannot do unless it is understood that
absolute fidelity to the facts is the highest and only
function of all officers and persons who are allowed to
handle the ballots after they are cast. Every man who
has grown up in familiarity with the election process
knows that when we abandon the count of the votes as
cast we go off into arbitrary manipulations and decisions
for which we have no guarantee whatever, and that
the political power of the state, if we allow any such
manipulation, is transferred from those who vote to
those who manipulate. If it is charged that frauds have
been perpetrated in the election, that is to say that any
of the laws which limit and define the exercise of the
elective franchise have been broken, such charges raise
questions of fact. If the charges are proved true, each
charge affects the result by a given arithmetical quantity,
and these effects can be added or subtracted as the
case may be. Here we are dealing with facts, not
opinions; we have solid ground under our feet. We
do not work backward from the results, we work forward
from the evidence; and so long as we use tribunals which
seek only facts and remain steadfast to the truth as
proved, the republican system suffers no shock. H,
however, legislative committees or any other tribu-
nals decide, in cases of contested elections, not by the
truth but by party interest, we are face to face with